SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 24 JULY 2005

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, the National Society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at www.sarl.org.za, on packet bulletin boards and on Echolink from Chris, ZS6FCS.

SILENT KEYS

It is with regret that we have to announce that the keys of two radio amateurs became silent during the recent past.  They are:

Schalk Buys, ZS4SB, of the Potchefstroom Amateur Radio club, on 27th June after a fatal heart attack.  Schalk was for years a faithful member of the amateur fraternity in the Orange Free State and the North West Province.  He will be greatly missed on the early morning net on 145,737 5 Mhz.  Deepest condolences are offered to his wife Willa and the rest of his family and many friends.

Waldo Hoffman, ZS2HG, became silent key on the 15 July.  Our most sincere condolences to his wife, children, family and friends.

(PAUSE)

In the news today:

STRONG SUPPORT FOR AMATEUR RADIO AT PLC CONFERENCE

ARE YOU A SUBJECT MATTER EXPERT?  YOU CAN PUT YOU EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR AMATEUR RADIO

NOMINATIONS FOR THE AMATEUR RADIO COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD INVITED

NEWS ON CONTESTS AND UPCOMING EVENTS

Stay tuned for more detail on these and other news items.  Visit the SARL Web site or call the SARL office, which is open on weekdays from 09:00 to 13:00 at 011 675 2393 for details on how to join, book sales and all related amateur radio activities.

SARLNews depends on clubs and individuals for news of interest to radio amateurs.  The one and only way to ensure that your contribution reaches SARLNews is to place it in the correct place on web site of the SARL, which is www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date.  It will also be appreciated if you could do it in both Afrikaans and English.

The news follows in detail.

STRONG SUPPORT FOR AMATEUR RADIO AT PLC CONFERENCE

There was strong support for Amateur Radio at the PLC conference held in Pretoria on Thursday and Friday last week.  Graham Hartlett and Hans van de Groenendaal presented Amateur Radio's concern about the interference potential of PLC and called for transparency and involvement of the SARL when pilots and test are being conducted.

Virtually all speakers referred to the concerns that Amateur Radio Organisations have expressed about the roll out of PLC.  The joint SARL - SA AMSAT presentation was well received and resulted in a 45 questions and answer session which carried over into the panel discussion which lasted well over an hour.  A representative of Mitsubishi Electric told the panel that the second generation of PLC equipment does not cause interference and features a very efficient notching facility.

The conference was opened by Wotjek Skowronski, General Manager Engineering and Technology at ICASA.  He said that ICASA will always respect the rights of the radio spectrum users.  He said that ICASA has a well equipped Interference Investigation section and requested that incidences of interference be reported.

Prof John Newbury of the Open University in the UK made a presentation on standards and interference limits for PLC and the research that his team is carrying out.  He noted the close cooperation he has received from the ARRL, RSGB and the IARU. He said that the IARU played an important role in various standard committees.  Tests are continuing and he expects that, at a Standards Conference to be held in Cape Town towards the end of October, PLC interference limits will be agreed.

On the second day the Chairman, Charles Kuun, the driver of PLC in Tshwane said that he was pleased that the SARL was represented and invited a closer relationship with the PLC Industry and Municipalities planning to use PLC.  In his presentation he referred to some 300 homes in Rooiwal village being equipped with PLC in the near future and invited the SARL and SA AMSAT to work with the municipality to check on interference and help resolve any interference problems.

In a teleconference presentation, the Director of Utilities of the city of Manassas (near Washington) John Hewa described how the city had rolled out PLC to its 30 000 citizens.  He said that has worked very closely with the ARRL and local radio clubs to ensure that no interference is being caused on Amateur frequencies.  He said that using the notching technique, amateur frequencies were excluded in the PLC signals transmitted over the power grid.

In the Gauteng area a PLC working group has been established which meets regularly.  The SARL and SA AMSAT have been invited to join the group and participate in its deliberations.

Visit the SARL web at www.sarl.org.za for regular updates and reports.

In Amateur Radio Mirror International this morning you will be able to listen to an interview with Prof Newbury. ARMI starts at 10:00 CAT on 7 205 and 17 565 kHz AM and 7 082 kHz SSB as well as on many repeaters.  It will also be streamed on the Internet: www.zs6mrk.org and follow the links.  A repeat broadcast can be heard on Mondays at 21:00 CAT on 3 215 kHz.

ARE YOU A SUBJECT MATTER EXPERT?  JOIN THE DIVISIONAL ADVISORS TO COUNCIL  AND PUT YOU EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR AMATEUR RADIO.

Do you have any special expertise?  Become a divisional Advisor to the SARL Council.  The objective is to establish a core of subject matter experts to provide a link between the SARL Council and Radio Amateurs in each division, who will provide input in their area of expertise.  This structure will also assist in bringing the SARL and members closer and further improve the communication channels.

One of the main objectives of the SARL is promote transparency of its operation and to involve members and clubs in all divisions.  In governmental terms some competencies are national, some provincial and other metropolitan.  For the SARL to respond to any issues affecting amateur radio, the SARL needs ears on the ground and information scouts who are able to feed council with the details of local issues and provide strategic input.  It will greatly improve the speed and enhance the efficiency with which local issues can be dealt with. The DA system is a two-way system.  While DA's will make input to Council through their designated Councillor, they will get feedback for dissemination to local clubs and members.  This will greatly enhance the communication process. Visit www.sarl.org.za for more details and join on line.

NOMINATIONS FOR THE AMATEUR RADIO COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD INVITED

The South African Amateur Radio Development Trust is inviting nominations for the Amateur Radio Community Service Award.  The award was introduced last year to recognise community support by radio amateurs.  The first recipient of the award was Nico du Toit ZR6AFJ for his support to a visually impaired radio amateur.  He developed and built an audio adapter to enable the visually impaired person to read a SWR bridge.

The award is bestowed annually on a person or group of persons who have made a meaningful contribution to the community.  This could be assistance to a handicapped radio amateur, community service like communication at sporting event or disaster.

To nominate a person, or group of persons, send a detailed motivation by Email to the South African Amateur Radio Development Trust. The email address is saardt@intekom.co.za.  The postal address is P O Box 90438, Garsfontein 0042. The closing date is 8 August 2005.

The award is certificate and amateur radio books to the value of R500.  The award will be presented at the 2005 SARL Radio Technology Open day on 20 August.  Visit www.amateurradio.org.za for full details and a nomination form.

NEW DATE FOR NEXT PRESIDENT AND INTECNETS

The next President Net and Intecnet will be held on Sunday 7 August. The President Net will start at 19:00 CAT and will be followed by INTECNET at 20:00.  The guest on the INTECNET will be Francois Botha ZS6BUU in an open discussion on the recently held Emergency communications Conference in Finland and the way forward for Hamnet.

LAST CHANCE TO NOMINATE FOR THE SIEMENS RADIO AMATEUR OF THE YEAR AWARDS

The closing date for the Siemens Radio Amateur of the Year Awards is 1 August 2005.  There are two categories a junior category for a person under 25 and a senior category.  The Junior Award is bestowed on a young Radio Amateur, under the age of 25 years, who has excelled in promoting and developing the Amateur Service amongst his or her peer group.  The candidate must have displayed initiative and good sportsmanship, with exemplary operation on the Amateur bands amongst peers.

The senior award is bestowed for the support and development of the Amateur Radio Service in South Africa, not for individual achievements such as DXCC and other operational awards or contests.  The recipient will be a person who has given of his or her expertise and time to the promotion and/ or technical enhancement of Amateur Radio in South Africa.

It seems ironical that there is a reluctance to nominate people for the award.  There is so much talent amongst South African Radio Amateurs both young and old that the mailbox should be overflowing with nominations.  Full details can be found on www.amateurradio.org.za.  Nominations should be mailed to saardt@intekom.co.za or P O box 90438, Garsfontein 0042.

WSJT EME OPERATION AND WEAK SIGNAL TROPO TO BE DISCUSSED AT RTA

The WSJT EME operations and Weak signal tropo operation will be discussed at the SARL Open day on 20 August by Pine Pienaar, ZS6OB and Paul Smit, ZS6NK.  On the operating front Chris Burger ZS6EZ will talk about Setting Operating Goals - Dxing, Award Hunting and Contesting.  Visit the www.sarl.org.za for the full programme or send an email to rta@sarl.org.za for an email copy.

SARL HF PHONE CONTEST

The SARL HF Phone Contest will be on the air on Sunday 07 August.  The contest starts at 12:30 UTC and ends at 16:30 UTC with activity on 20, 40 and 80 metres.  The 20 metre frequency segment has been altered to allow participation by ZR stations.  Participation can be as a single operator or as a multi operator.  The exchange is a RS report and a serial number and the same station may be worked on 20, 40 and 80 metres for a multiplier.  The complete rules will be sent out with HF Happenings.  Contest software is also available for this contest.

RESULTS OF THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN PSK CONTEST

The results of the "First Southern African PSK Contest" hosted by the Lichtenburg Amateur Radio Club have been released.  The response and comments were very positive.  Thirteen logs were received.  The scores are as follows:

High Power:
Jack Anderson, V51KC, 87 points;
Danie Jacobs, ZS4JJ, 77 points;
Barry Murrel, ZS2EX, (ex ZR2DX) 75 points.

Low Power:
Ken Tremeer, ZS2BWB, 75 points.

Well done to everybody!

APRS EXPERIMENT IN RUSTENBURG NATURE RESERVE

Eddie, ZS6BNE will be doing an APRS experiment on Saturday morning the 30th of July starting at 07:00 for a duration of 3 to 4 hours.  The success of the experiment relies on the APRS infrastructure provided by clubs and individuals.  The main APRS digipeater to be used will be ZS0RTB-1 situated in the Rustenburg nature reserve on a frequency 144,800 Mhz and Eddie's APRS beacon will be digipeating via this digipeater using RELAY,WIDE-3.  Eddie will return an "Electronic" QSL via email to anyone (Listener's included) sending a log or proof of seeing his position on a map.  Logs and reports can be sent to zs6bne@webmail.co.za.

What makes this experiment so special is that Eddie will be on foot doing a 25 kilometer mountain run through the Rustenburg nature reserve carrying a GPS, TinyTrak and two meter talkie built into a backpack and his position will be broadcasted every 180 seconds.  This position information would be displayed by a "Jogger" icon for people monitoring using UIView32.

Progress can also be monitored on Andy, ZS6CEY's, website at http://www.findu.com/cgi-bin/near.cgi?call=ZS6CEY.  Exceptional satellite views can be seen there.

PROPAGATION CONDITIONS

From the ARRL's newsletter we learnt the following:
This week, sunspots again declined to zero.  There haven't been any sunspots on the Earth-facing disk of the sun for several days now.  The average daily sunspot number declined by more than 73 points to 18,1, while the average daily solar flux was down by nearly 26 points to 77,5.

Expect sunspots to return.  Remember July 4, when the sunspot count was so high?  That same area of the sun will return to view about 28 days later.  Look for a gradually rising solar flux and sunspot number peaking around August 1-5.

DIARY OF EVENTS

24 July, this afternoon from 13:00 to 16:00 UTC - Boland ARC 40-metre Contest, you can still participate;
30 July - ZS6BNE's APRS experiment;
31 July - Closing date for Siemens Radio Amateur of the Year nominations;
1 August - Closing date for nominations for the Siemens Radio Amateur of the Year Awards;
7 August - SARL HF Phone Contest;
7 August - President's Net and Intechnet;
8 August - Last day for nominations for the amateur radio community service award;
20 August - RTA Open day at the NARC.

This then brings us to the end of today's bulletin, which was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by ........from......... as a service to radio amateurs, short wave listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL and thank you for having joined us.  Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX